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HIGH FIDELITH COMPRESSOR

CHROMALUX CUSTOM SHOP EDITION



THRESHOLD:

USE THIS KNOB TO SET THE
THRESHOLD, OR TRIGGER POINT

OF COMPRESSION. LOWER SETTINGS
WILL CAUSE COMPRESSION TO OCCUR
MORE OFTEN, HIGHER SETTINGS WILL
REQUIRE YOU TO PLAY HARDER
BEFORE COMPRESSION BEGINS.

GAIN:

ADJUST THIS CONTROL TO INCREASE
OUTPUT LEVEL TO COMPENSATE
FOR LEVEL LOST FROM COMPRESSION.
ADJUST HIGHER THAN UNITY
FOR A BOOST.

COMPRESSION (RATIO):

USE THIS KNOB TO SET THE
COMPRESSION RATIO ABOVE THE
THRESHOLD. 1:1 REPRESENTS NO
COMPRESSION OR NO REDUCTION
ABOVE THRESHOLD. INFINITY:1
REPRESENTS A HARD LIMITER, OR
ZERO VOLUME INCREASE

THRESHOLD 12

THRESHOLD INDICATOR:

THIS LED WILL BE GREEN IF
, THERE IS NO COMPRESSION,
| RED WHEN THE THRESHOLD HAS

ABOVE THRESHOLD. GLC-2 BEEN MET AND GAIN REDUCTION
HIGH FIDELITY COMPRESSOR (COMPRESSION) IS BEING APPLIED.

FOOTSWITCH:

TURNS THE EFFECT

ON AND OFF.

EFFECT TYPE: COMPRESSOR / LIMITER
POWER REQUIREMENT: 9VDC CENTER NEGATIVE 50mA+ POWER SUPPLY REQUIRED
INPUT/OUTPUT: MONO INSTRUMENT INPUT, MONO INSTRUMENT OUTPUT

BASIC SETUP PROCEDURE

1) SET THRESHOLD KNOB INDICATOR TO DESIRED LEVEL (LIGHT CHANGES QUICKLY UPON PLAYING
FOR A MORE NOTICEABLE “ALWAYS ACTIVE” COMPRESSION. SET TO A POINT WHERE THE LIGHT ONLY
CHANGES AT THE LOUDEST LEVELS FOR MORE SUBTLE COMPRESSION OR LIMITING.

2) SET COMPRESSION (RATIO) TO TASTE. MOVING RIGHT WILL RESULT IN MORE COMPRESSION, LEFT
FOR LESS COMPRESSION.

3) ADJUST GAIN TO COMPENSATE FOR ANY LOSS OF OUTPUT LEVEL.

NOTES ON CONTROLS

THRESHOLD: THE THRESHOLD CONTROL IS, IN MOST CASES, THE FIRST CONTROL TO SET ON A COMPRESSOR. SIGNALS THAT
SURPASS THE THRESHOLD LEVEL IN VOLUME WILL BE REDUCED BY THE FACTOR SET ON THE COMPRESSION CONTROL, ALL SIGNALS
THAT DO NOT MEET OR EXCEED THE THRESHOLD LEVEL WILL PASS THROUGH UNPROCESSED. TO BEGIN SETUP START WITH GAIN
SET TO A MODERATE LEVEL, AND COMPRESSION SET TO 1:1. PLAY THROUGH THE PEDAL NOTING WHEN THE THRESHOLD INDICATOR
CHANGES COLOR. THE INDICATOR SHOULD NOT REMAIN GREEN THE WHOLE TIME UNDER NORMAL CIRCUMSTANCES. TOUSE AS A
LIMITER OR TRANSPARENT COMPRESSOR, SET TO A LEVEL WHERE ONLY THE HARDEST PLAYING CAUSES A CHANGE TO RED. FOR
MORE NOTICEABLE COMPRESSION EFFECTS, ADJUST TO A LEVEL WHERE ANY NOTE PLAYED CAUSES THE LED TO CHANGE TO RED.

COMPRESSION (RATIO): THE COMPRESSION CONTROL SETS THE AMOUNT OF GAIN REDUCTION THAT WILL OCCUR PAST THE
THRESHOLD LEVEL. THE RATIO REFERS TO THE NUMBER OF DECIBELS THAT MUST BE INTRODUCED OVER THE THRESHOLD LEVEL TO
PRODUCE A 1db INCREASE IN OUTPUT LEVEL. FOR EXAMPLE, A 5:1 RATIO MEANS THAT EVERY 5db OF LEVEL INCREASE TO THE INPUT

OF THE COMPRESSOR WILL YIELD 1db OF FINAL OUTPUT. HIGHER RATIOS WILL PRODUCE A MORE NOTICEABLE ‘SQUISH’ AND LESS
DYNAMICS, LOWER ONES WILL BE LESS NOTICEABLE AND MORE TRANSPARENT. ADJUST THIS CONTROL TO TASTE.

GAIN: THE GAIN CONTROL ADJUSTS THE FINAL OUTPUT LEVEL OF THE PEDAL. THIS PEDAL IS CAPABLE OF MUCH HIGHER THAN
UNITY OUTPUT LEVELS (UP TO +20db) SO THIS CONTROL CAN EITHER BE USED TO COMPENSATE FOR THE LEVEL LOST THROUGH
COMPRESSION, OR IT CAN BE USED TO BOOST THE SIGNAL TO DRIVE AN AMPLIFIER. WITH ANY GAIN CONTROL COMES THE
POSSIBILITY OF A BIT OF NOISE. IF YOU FIND YOURSELF PUSHING THIS CONTROL HIGHER, IT IS WORTH LOOKING AT YOUR
THRESHOLD AND COMPRESSION SETTINGS TO ENSURE THEY ARE NOT REDUCING GAIN MORE THAN NECESSARY.

ATTACK AND RELEASE: THIS PEDAL DOES NOT HAVE ATTACK AND RELEASE CONTROLS. THERE IS A GOOD REASON FOR THIS. THIS
PEDAL OPERATES WITH A FIGURE DETERMINED YEARS AGO TO BE PLEASING TO THE EARS, WHICH IS 125db / SECOND. FEED
FORWARD COMPRESSORS WITH TRUE RMS DETECTION (SUCH AS THIS ONE) USE A SINGLE TIME CONSTANT PARAMETER. THEN, A
TIMING CAPACITOR YIELDS ATTACK AND RELEASE TIMES ADAPTIVE TO YOUR PLAYING OR THE INPUT LEVEL.

BOTTOM LINE: ATTACK AND RELEASE VARY DEPENDING ON CONTENT.

VISIT RKFX.COM FOR MORE INFO!
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